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60 Years of Statehood: Israeli Society in the Movies
Arts & Sciences 137, Freshman Seminar
2 credit hours
Instructor: Joseph Galron-Goldschläger
Office: 6001 Ackerman Library
e-mail:  galron.1@osu.edu
Office Hours: By appointment (just call or e-mail and I will make myself available 292-3362)
Course Description
Lets go to Israel … <too expensive, too far> So lets visit Israel through the movies: learn about Israel, its people, history, geography, culture, everyday life, holidays, ethnic groups and much much more.
The State of Israel was established in 1948, after the worst time of the Jewish People – the Holocaust, the destruction of the European Jewry during the World War II (1939-1945). 
The historic Land of Israel – Palestine – was the destination of many of the survivors of the Holocaust. In this seminar we will get a glimpse of the society that was developed since 1948 in the land Here you’ll type a clear, jargon-free, and intriguing description of your course. Include the big ideas you’ll explore, any fun/creative assignments you’ll give, and/or out-of-class trips you plan.
Texts

Students will not be required to purchase any books for this course. All reading materials will be provided in class or they will be available on-line through the Ohio State University Library Electronic Reserves Office. Students will be signed topics to research and report on a weekly basis. 
Film Response papers
You will be responsible for writing four response papers over the films. They should be 3-4 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type with one-inch margins. Your papers should analyze the films, what were the strengths or weaknesses of the film? Compare the Israeli society to the American society based on scenes from the film. Did the film make you think or analyze the Israeli society as it was portrayed in the movie? Did you find the film to be fair or biased? Overall, was the film effective in making you think or analyze the Israeli society?

Course Policies
This will be a two (2) credit class. You will receive a letter grade upon completion of the course. 

Your grade will be based on your attendance, participation and written work. Come to class. Listen, discuss, ask questions, contribute your ideas. It is part of learning and it is part of your grade. 
More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of “zero” for the “class participation” component of your grade. A pattern of tardiness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course. 

The following percentages represent the relative weight that will be given to each component of the course. These are guidelines, not hard and fast rules. I reward progress and effort. Please feel free to discuss your general standing with me at any time during the quarter.

Class participation: 50% 

Take-home assignment: 50% 

Grade Distribution:

A = 93% and above; A- = 90% - 92%; B+ = 87% - 89%; B- = 80% - 82%; 

C+ = 77% - 79%; C = 73% - 76%; C- = 70% - 72%; D = below 70%
Academic Integrity 

For all the assignments for this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University is in effect. Academic misconduct is defined as: Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to:

1. Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student; violation of program regulations as established by departmental committees and made available to students;

2. Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas;

3. Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without permission of the instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted;

4. For an extended version of these examples please refer to http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
To avoid plagiarism, students must make sure that they:

1. Always cite their sources (following the MLA format)

2. Read the guidelines for written assignments more than once

3.  If in doubt consult with your professor.

Students with Disabilities 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Or visit the internet address of this office at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu for more information.

Weekly Schedule
Week 1 – Introduction 
Week 2 – Film: Exodus (1960) 

Week 3 – Exodus - Discussion 

Due: Film Response paper 

Week 4 – Film: Sallah (1964)
Week 5 – Sallah - Discussion 

Due: Film Response paper
Week 6 – Film: Matsor – [Siege] (1969) 

Week 7 – Matsor - Discussion 

Due: Film Response paper
Week 8 – Film: Kazablan (1973) 

Week 9 – Kazablan -- Discussion 

Due: Film Response paper
Week 10 – Yana’s Friends  

Short bio:

Joseph Galron-Goldschläger, Associate Professor
Head, Hebraica and Jewish Studies Library

Holds an M.L.S. Graduated from Tel-Aviv University (1975) and Hebrew University in Jerusalem (1977). Since 1988 at the Ohio State University and heads the Hebraic and Jewish Studies Library since 1993. Main research in bibliography (mainly Modern Hebrew Literature) and maintains an Online Bio-bibliographic Lexicon of Modern Hebrew Literature [in Hebrew] at: http://hebrewlit.notlong.com  Published 6 books, mainly annotated personal bibliographies of Hebrew writers.

